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to make a light thing of entering it, to give their names
to the Founder at a secret interview, and immediately re-
turn to their accustomed places of resort and take up the
routine of secular life where it had been left. Those who
would enroll themselves among the citizens of it were to
understand that they began their lite anew, as truly as if
they had been born again. And lest the Divine Society,
in its contempt for material boundaries and for the dis-
tinctness which is given by unity of place, should lose its
distinctness altogether and degenerate into a theory or a
sentiment or a devout imagination, the initiatory rite of
baptism, with its publicity and formality, was pronounced
as indispensable to membership as that spiritual inspiration
which is membership itself.
Baptism being thus indispensable, we may be surprised
to find it so seldom mentioned in the accounts of Christ's
life. We do not read, for example, of the baptism of his
principal disciples. But it is to be remembered that lli«-»
rite of baptism, though used by Christ, was not introduced
by him, and that he recognised the Theocracy as having
begun to exist in a rudimentary form before his own
public appearance. The work of John was merged in that
of Christ as a river in the sea, but Christ regards those who
had received John's baptism as being already members of
the Theocracy. Since the time of John, he says, the king-
dom of heaven sufFereth violence, and the violent take it
by force. Now Christ's first followers were likely to be
drawn from John's circle; partly because John himself
directed his followers to Christ, partly because those who
were affected by the eloquence of the one prophet were
naturally formed to fall under the influence of the other.
That the fact actually was so is attested by our biographies,

